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G'DAY
Welcome to the Australian American Chamber of Commerce
Texas Magazine! The AACC Texas is excited about connecting
Australians and Americans in Texas, and although
headquartered in Houston, we have expanded our in-person
events to Houston, Austin and Dallas!

As we grow, so will the our "G'day Texas" Magazine offering not
only great articles and insights  into life in Texas, but also
quality businesses, restaurants and opportunities to connect!

We hope you find our magazine helpful as you
navigate your way around town.

The AACC offers a variety of
membership and
sponsorship options to suit
your needs.

More information can be
found HERE.

Amy Conacher
Editor & AACC Executive Director

CONTACT US
AUSTRALIAN AMERICAN
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

P.O. Box 218219
Houston, TX  77218

+1 (713) 527 9688
info@aacc-houston.org
www.aacc-texas.org

JOIN US

ADVERTISE WITH US
Do you have a local business
in Texas?

Do you ship Australian items
to Texas?

Are you looking to expand
into the Texas market?

ADVERTISE WITH US!

+1 (713) 527 9688
office@aacc-houston.org
www.aacc-texas.org

https://www.aacc-texas.org/become-a-member.html
http://www.aacc-texas.org/
http://www.aacc-texas.org/


W E L C O M E

A U S T R A L I A N  C O N S U L A T E
I N F O R M A T I O N

L I V I N G  I N  T E X A S  T I P S

O U T  &  A B O U T  I N  H O U S T O N

A  W O R D  F R O M  U N I T E D
A I R L I N E S

A B O U T  O U R  S P O N S O R S

A A C C  P R O G R A M S

C O N T E N T S

THANK YOU TO OUR 2023 AACC SPONSORS
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We at the Australian American Chamber of Commerce (AACC) are so pleased that you
have decided to make Texas your home. We are a non-profit, volunteer organization
based in Houston. Our mission is connecting Australia and the United States through
business, culture, and education. Our organization is committed to fostering business
relations between Australia and the United States, promoting cross-cultural
understanding, and enhancing the quality of life of Australian expatriates who live and
work in the U.S. 

We are volunteers working together in service to grow a community of Americans and
Australians interested in advancing the relationship between our two wonderful
countries. We are open to new volunteers joining our community. The AACC also
arranges regular business and social events throughout the year that focus on Australian-
US business relations and current aspects of Australian culture. We host networking and
family-oriented events throughout the year as well.  We would love to have you join us
at one of our events!

Membership is the AACC is open to all and we have members from all over the world.
Our members represent a variety of industries including energy, medical, finance,
education, government, real estate, and many more. Our members also enjoy
membership benefits from our sponsors and partners. 

Remaining connected with others and building new relationships is challenging in these
difficult times. We are hopeful that you will reach out to the AACC to join our group of
friendly volunteers interested in connecting with Australia in Texas. 

Best regards,

Christina Staib
AACC Board President

THE AUSTRALIAN AMERICAN CHAMBER
COMMERCE WELCOMES YOU TO TEXAS!

Texas! What an amazing place to live. A state of great
beauty and great opportunity – not unlike Australia.

W E L C O M E  F R O M  T H E
A A C C  P R E S I D E N T



Best wishes, 

Benson Saulo
Australia’s Consul-General and Senior Trade and Investment Commissioner to Houston, Texas

I would like to extend a warm welcome to all Australians
across the great state of Texas.  Texas has something to offer
for everyone, no matter what your interests are and I hope that
you are able to experience the best of Texas whether your stay is
short-term or you are a long term resident.

Texas’ state motto is friendship and the origin of Texas' name is
from the word ‘táyshaʼ, which means ‘friends’ in the Caddo
Nation’s Native American language. This is such a fitting
sentiment for a state which prides itself on southern hospitality
and helping others. These values match incredibly well with our
Australian virtues of mateship, friendship and inclusivity which
makes each of us an Ambassador for our home country. These
values coupled together with the diversity of opportunities
across the state, make Texas so very liveable and culturally a
natural fit for Australians. 

W E L C O M E  T O  T E X A S  F R O M  T H E
A U S T R A L I A N  C O N S U L - G E N E R A L

The Australian Consulate and Australia Trade and Investment Commission’s overarching goal is to
enhance Australia’s prosperity which is best achieved by bringing people together and exchanging
ideas. 

The Australian American Chamber of Commerce is one of our key partners and they offer many business
and social forums to bring people together that foster business relations, promote cross-cultural
understanding, and enhance the quality of life of Australian expatriates in the US. The Chamber has a
long history in Houston and their members are always ready to say g’day and make you quickly feel like
you are among friends. I hope you will consider attending AACC events which provide not only fantastic
social and business networking opportunities but also some life-long friendships.

Benson Saulo

https://usa.embassy.gov.au/houston






The Houston Consulate provides consular and passport services to clients
across the jurisdiction of Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas and Louisiana.

The Consulate is led by the Australian Trade and Investment Commission
(Austrade), reflecting the focus on trade and investment, particularly with
Houston being widely regarded as the global energy capital.  Benson
Saulo is Australia’s Consul-General and Senior Trade and Investment
Commissioner to Houston, Texas. 

Austrade is responsible for promoting Australian trade, investment and
education to the world. In the US, Austrade services are primarily focussed
on attracting direct investment into Australia to the betterment of the
Australian economy and creation of jobs. In Houston, Austrade also
focusses on seeking out opportunities for Australian companies in Texas’
high potential sectors of energy, health and digitech.

For further information about Austrade in the US, please visit our website.

Passports
Whether you are renewing your passport or applying for the first time, you
will need to prepare an application form and submit it in person by
appointment at our offices. Please refer to our passport website for
instructions to guide you through the process and help ensure your
passport application is complete.

Consular Services
Consular Services are provided to Australian citizens living or traveling in
Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas and Louisiana. The Australian Government will
do all it can to assist Australians in difficulty overseas, but there can be
legal and practical constraints as to the level of assistance which can be
provided. 

The Consular Services Charter provides a high-level overview and
information on consular services. If you require consular assistance during
regular business hours, please call our office on 832 962 8420. For consular
emergencies outside business hours contact the Consular Emergency
Centre in Canberra on +61 2 6261 3305.
 
Australian Visas and Australian Citizenship
For information on applying for a visa to visit Australia, Australian
citizenship, eligibility requirements, dual citizenship and how to obtain
proof of citizenship, please visit the Department of Home Affairs website.

Notarial Services
A range of Notarial services are provided by appointment including
authenticating and certifying documents, witnessing signatures, taking of
statutory declarations, affidavits, oaths and affirmations, and other
services. Fees apply and more information is available at our website.

THE AUSTRALIAN CONSULATE
IN HOUSTON

CONTACT DETAILS

Our office is conveniently
located in the Galleria
area with visitor parking
available.

Australian Consulate-General
3009 Post Oak Blvd,
Suite 1310
Houston TX 77056

(832) 962 8420
www.austrade.gov.au
www.usa.embassy.gov.au
www.citizenship.gov.au

Follow us on Facebook
@AustralianConsulateGeneralHouston

HERE TO HELP AUSTRALIANS IN THE US

https://www.austrade.gov.au/International/How-Austrade-can-help/Offices/united-states-of-america
https://usa.embassy.gov.au/passports
https://www.smartraveller.gov.au/consular-services/consular-services-charter
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/home
https://usa.embassy.gov.au/notarial-services
http://www.austrade.gov.au/
http://www.usa.embassy.gov.au/
http://www.citizenship.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/AustralianConsulateGeneralHouston/


https://www.united.com/en/us/


https://www.united.com/en/us/


The Australian American Chamber of Commerce (AACC) is a
non-profit organization committed to fostering business
relations between Australia and the United States, promoting
cross-cultural understanding, and enhancing the quality of
life of Australian expatriates who live and work in the U.S. 

In light of AACC's mission, the Chamber arranges regular
business and social events throughout the year. Events focus
on Australian-US business relations and interesting and
current aspects of Australian art and culture.  

We have members from all over the world representing
companies from across a variety of industries including oil
& gas, renewable energy, healthcare, technology, government,
real estate, finance, aeronautics, logistics, hospitality, travel,
sports, and more.

ABOUT THE CHAMBER
CONNECTING AUSTRALIA AND THE U.S. THROUGH
BUSINESS, CULTURE AND EDUCATION SINCE 1988.

Annual events included:

Annual Innovation and
Investment Conference
(AUSii)
Annual Australia Day
BBQ
Business Speaker Events
Down Under Sounds
music showcase
ANZAC Day Service &
Lunch
Australian-Texas Fall
Dinner
Monthly Networking
/Happy Hour Events
Member Sporting Events 
Young Professional
Mixers and Speaker
Events
Houston-Perth Sister
Cities Events & Programs
Joint Partner Programs
with community
organizations

SUNDOWNERS
H E L D  E V E R Y  M O N T H

H O U S T O N  |  A U S T I N  |  D A L L A S

M I X . M I N G L E . N E T WO R K .

https://www.aacc-texas.org/events.html#!event-list


NEW TO TEXAS?

Moving to a new city can be a daunting task, especially when you are also
relocating to a new country.  To help with your transition, we have
compiled a list of the most common tasks new arrivals encounter.

Driving - Texas requires residents to obtain a Texas Driver's License within
three months of their arrival.  We recommend using the "Get in Line"
website to schedule your visit to the DPS as wait times can be long if you
walk in without an appointment. You can find the latest info HERE.

Real Estate - Find a good realtor who understands your needs, and those
of your family.  Houston is a large city, with multiple freeways and traffic
congestion, so it's important to consider daily commutes, school options
and lifestyle.

Schools - Houston has some of the best school districts in the nation.
Public school education is free - covered by local real estate property
taxes. You will want to choose where to live wisely as public schools are
zoned by neighborhood. There are also great private schools to choose
from. A comprehensive list of school options can be found HERE.

Banking - Most US banks, lenders and insurance providers rely on a
person's credit history to determine rates, loans and service options.
Opening a US bank account and credit card can be beneficial in building 
US credit history.  Consult with your bank to find out what is involved.

Australian Immigration - Houston has an Australian Consulate office in
the Galleria area.  The office is a great resource for Australians who need
visa, passport or consular services. You can find their contact details HERE.

Things to consider:

Texas Drivers License
Vehicle Registration
Auto Insurance 
Health Insurance 
US Bank Account
Tax Rules and
Regulations
Visa Requirements
Emergency Management
Preparedness
Utilities
Mobile Phone Service
School Selection
School District Zoning
Connecting with Interest
Groups

HERE IS WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

https://www.dps.texas.gov/driverlicense/movingtotexas.htm
https://texasschoolguide.org/understanding-schools/
https://usa.embassy.gov.au/houston


HOUSTON ATTRACTIONS



OUT & ABOUT
Museums:

Art Car Museum
Bayou Bend Collection and Gardens
Children's Museum of Houston
Holocaust Museum
Houston Museum of Natural Science
Museum of Fine Arts Houston
The Health Museum

Local Attractions:
Houston Zoo
Miller Outdoor Theatre
Space Center Houston

Local Parks:
Buffalo Bayou
Discovery Green Park
Hermann Park
Houston Arboretum & Nature Center

Day Trips:
Kemah Boardwalk
Moody Gardens
Schlitterbahn Water Park

HOUSTON

Coming Soon:

AUSTIN DALLAS
FORT WORTH

SAN ANTONIO

OUT & ABOUT IN:



AACC STATS.

200+
M E M B E R S
The AACC is proud to provide
networking opportunities, business
events and year-long programming to
its 200+ members, sponsors, and
partners.  Connections made within
the Chamber have led to many
professional and personal interactions. 

C O M P A N I E S
R E P R E S E N T E D
Our membership is comprised of
individuals representing 80+ different
companies from multiple industries
across Australia and the US.

P A R T N E R  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S
Recognizing the importance of
continuing close relationships
between partner organizations,  
AACC members enjoy reciprocal
member benefits with many of our
promoting partners.

The Australian American Chamber of
Commerce is made up of individuals from all
over the world representing companies from
across a variety of industries including oil &
gas, renewable energy, healthcare,
government, real estate, finance, logistics,
hospitality, travel, sports, and more.

N E T W O R K I N G  
H A P P Y  H O U R S

The Chamber holds a monthly
networking "Sundowner" event
EVERY month! These happy hours
provide a great chance for
members to mix and mingle with
sponsors, members and friends of
the Chamber. Many business
collaborations began at an AACC
Sundowner!

80+

15+

L E V E L S  O F  M E M B E R S H I P
Whether you want to improve your
business network, learn more about
the opportunities for trade and
investment between the US and
Australia or you’re looking for an
excuse to have fun with Australians
and Americans, the Australian
American Chamber of Commerce
provides members at both corporate
and individual levels with many
opportunities throughout the year to
network and improve business and
social links between the US 
and Australia.

5

E V E N T S  P E R  Y E A R
The AACC hosts a wide range of 
in-person and virtual programs and
events throughout the year that focus
on the close relationship between
Australia and the US.

Events include business speaker events,
conferences, networking events, cultural
events, family gatherings, and
collaborative events with our sponsors
and partner organizations.  

30+

24





https://www.chevron.com/


https://www.worley.com/
https://www.macquarie.com/us/en.html


BOARD OF DIRECTORS
AACC’s Board is a voluntary board comprised of Houston based
professionals drawn from Australian and U.S. organizations engaged in
or promoting Australian and U.S. trade, investment, and cultural
understanding.

Christina Staib
AACC President

Global CCS Institute

Stacy Feltham
Woodside Energy

Colin McHattie
Halliburton 

Richard Gibbs
AACC Secretary

Baylor College of Medicine

Nicholas Gole
Macquarie

Paul Habelko
AACC Vice President

Chevron

Sean Hanrahan
Platypus Brewing

Eric Schmauch
United Airlines

Nana Booker
Ex-Officio Member

Honorary Consul
Emeritus

Dietrich Von Biedenfeld
University of Houston

Downtown 

Sean Kelleher
AACC Treasurer 

Worley

Ned Talbot
Ex-Officio Member

Deputy 
Consul-General

Andrew Barnes
Ex-Officio Member
Trade & Investment

Commissioner

Bruce Rutherford
Retired - JLL

Regina Johnson
Ex-Officio Member

Deputy Director SA DTI



A TASTE OF AUSTRALIA
We love highlighting purveyors and

distributors  of quality Australian
products here in the US. 

ATTENTION AACC MEMBERS!!

As an added benefit to our members,
we are offering free member
business card placement in our

digital edition of the AACC Magazine.

Submit your business card on our
AACC website at www.aacc-texas.org
to be included.

GET CONNECTED!

https://www.fourpillarsgin.com/
https://jindilli.com/
https://www.aesop.com/us/
https://www.treatsfromoz.com/


As a valued member of AACC, you will receive benefits including but
not limited to:

Access to our online membership directory
Access to member-only offers, such as airfare, hotel, sporting and
cultural events discounts
Member rate on all AACC event tickets 
Discounts to select AACC reciprocal partner events
Information and advice on living in the Texas
Networking events with sponsors and cooperating organizations
Monthly professional networking mixers/happy hours - "Sundowners"
Young Professionals (YP) Events - Speaker Series, Professional Mixers,
and Social Events
Special events with visiting Australian political and industry dignitaries
Business lunches with featured business and government speakers
Annual Innovation and Investment Conference (AUSii)
Australia Day celebration and family picnic
Facilitation of Australian International NAPE and OTC delegations and
other groups
Perth-Houston "Sister Cities" events in conjunction with Sister Cities
Houston, Sister Cities International, the City of Houston, and the City 

     of Perth

MEMBER BENEFITS
AACC members have access to many benefits as part of their
annual membership, and receive invitations to all of our Chamber
events, including social, cultural and corporate programs
and activities. 

Our events focus on
Australian-US business
relations, as well as current
and interesting aspects of
Australian art and culture.  

We have also partnered
with many other local
chambers of commerce,
business and sporting
organizations and Houston
businesses to provide
members with even more
offers and benefits.

Individual Memberships
start at just $80 per year. 

Join the AACC TODAY!

https://www.aacc-texas.org/get-involved.html


Involvement in the AACC has
provided me with many
opportunities to connect with
other professionals from
across a range of industries,
and has led to new business
connections and possibilities.

https://www.boomerangspies.com/
http://www.thefervidgroup.com/


ABOUT OUR AACC SPONSORS

GOLD 
Industry: GOVERNMENT
The SA Department for Trade and Investment works with SA importers, exporters
and distributors.

PLATINUM 
Industry: ENERGY
Woodside Energy is a global energy company, founded in Australia with a spirit of
innovation and determination. We provide energy the world needs to heat and
cool homes, keep lights on and enable industry

PLATINUM 
Industry: TRAVEL
United Airlines and United Express operate flights every day across five continents. 

GOLD
Industry: GOVERNMENT
The Australian Government’s international trade promotion and investment
attraction agency.

GOLD
Industry: ENERGY
Worley is a worldwide team of consultants, engineers, construction workers and 
data scientists.

PLATINUM
Industry: ENERGY
Chevron is one of the world’s leading integrated energy companies, with
subsidiaries worldwide.



ABOUT OUR AACC SPONSORS

BECOME A PART OF THE AACC FAMILY!

BRONZE
Industry: FOOD & BEVERAGE
Boomerang’s pies produces Aussie inspired pies sold in over 7,000 grocery stores
nationwide.

SMALL BUSINESS
Industry: HUMAN RESOURCES/RECRUITMEN
The FerVID Group is a highly regarded executive recruiting company.

BRONZE
Industry: FOOD & BEVERAGE
Bluestone Lane is bringing Aussie café culture (and better coffee) to the USA. They
pride themselves on ethically-sourced, meticulously-roasted, sustainably-packaged
coffee.

SILVER 
Industry: FINANCE
Macquarie Energy is the North American energy marketing and trading arm of
Macquarie Group

SILVER 
Industry: FOOD & BEVERAGE
Platypus Brewing is a Houston based brewery specializing in Australian beer.

BRONZE
Industry: LEGAL
K&L Gates offers a fully integrated global platform that combines the knowledge
and expertise of our lawyers and policy professionals to provide exceptional client
solutions. 

SMALL BUSINESS
Industry: HUMAN RESOURCES/RECRUITMENT 
Moving2USA, and their partner company BrightSide Consultants specialise in
recruiting Civil Engineering and Construction Professionals, through the E-3 visa
pathway.

https://www.boomerangspies.com/store-locator
https://www.boomerangspies.com/store-locator


CONNECTION WITH U.S.
COMPANIES DOING BUSINESS
IN AUSTRALIA, AND
AUSTRALIAN COMPANIES
DOING BUSINESS IN AMERICA
IS WHAT MATTERS. 

"It's all about connecting people, and that is ultimately what
the Chamber does - they connect individuals because it's
people that do business, it's not not companies that do
business".

WHAT MATTERS MOST TO 
OUR MEMBERS
"Networking is key for business, and the fellowship with
fellow Aussies and people with connections to Australia is
very fulfilling. I have done business with several fellow
Chamber members over the years and have made many
lifelong friendships.

"A social and cultural venue for our Australian expats as
well as our U.S. employees who have lived in or have
connections with Australia."



BUSINESS. CULTURE.
EDUCATION.
OVER 40 EVENTS PER YEAR FULFILLING THE AACC MISSION.

The AACC hosts business and social events throughout the year centered on its mission of connecting
Australia and the U.S. through business, culture and education.  Events include business speaker
events, networking events, cultural events, family gatherings and collaborative events with our
sponsors and partner organizations.

Check out our calendar of events HERE.

https://www.aacc-texas.org/events.html#!event-list
https://www.aacc-texas.org/events.html#!event-list


AACC MEMBER OFFERS

DID YOU KNOW THAT AACC MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES OFFERS
AND PERKS FROM OUR SPONSORS, MEMBERS, ADVERTISERS

AND LOCAL BUSINESSES? CHECK THEM OUT HERE!

Offers include:
Discount on United Airlines

Financial Services Offer
Member Rate Reciprocal Pricing with Partner Organizations

Discounts to Houston Ballet and Grand Opera
Retail Discounts

https://www.aacc-texas.org/member-offers.html#!deals


OUR SPONSORS.

The AACC offers multiple
levels of sponsorship and
membership.

More information can be
found at www.aacc-texas.org.

Do you have a local business
in Texas?

Are you looking to expand
into the Houston, Austin or
Dallas markets?

Ask how we can help!

CONTACT US

AUSTRALIAN AMERICAN
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

P.O. Box 218219
Houston, TX  77218

+1 (713) 527 9688
info@aacc-houston.org
www.aacc-texas.org

JOIN US ADVERTISE WITH US

WE APPRECIATE OUR SPONSORS. COME JOIN THE AACC FAMILY.

PLATINUM

GOLD

SILVER BRONZE SMALL BUSINESS

https://www.aacc-texas.org/get-involved.html
https://www.aacc-texas.org/


BYE Y'ALL
A U S T R A L I A N  A M E R I C A N  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E

W W W . A A C C - T E X A S . O R G

713-527-9688

WWW.AACC-TEXAS.ORG
INFO@AACC-TEXAS.ORG

W I N T E R  2 0 2 3

https://www.facebook.com/AACCHouston
https://www.linkedin.com/company/aacc-houston/
https://www.instagram.com/aacchouston/
https://youtube.com/OfficialAACC
http://www.aacc-texas.org/



